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loved  preparing  for  it,  researching  it,  and  Hudson,  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  second 
V'  said  Glaze.  "It  turned  out  that  place;  and  Heather  Peevy,  Crossgates 
I  had  so  much  I  wanted  to  say,  but  ended  Church,  Brandon,  third  place, 
up  having  to  reduce  it  so  much."  All  three  winners  attested  to  the  pres- 

"I  had  to  just  basically  let  God  take  con*  sure  inherent  in  competing  at  this  level.  "I 
trol  of  it,"  said  Prevost.  "I  prayed  about  it,  was  nervous!"  said  Beville. 
and  actually  woke  up  in  the  middle  of  the  "I  wasn’t  nervous  until  this  year,"  said 
night  and  God  just  seemed  to  give  it  to  me."  Hudson.  "It  was  because  of  the  scholar- 

I  "The  hardest  part  was  coming  ships,  I  think." 

m  up  with  enough  sources,"  said  Peevy  agreed.  "It  was  just  knowing  that 
9  Porter.  "Choosing  the  actual  topic  you  had  to "be  the  first  out  after  the  call." 

I  wasn't  all  that  hard,  though."  '  The  winners  all  said  that  the  were  proud 
Wilson's  speech  included  a  of  their  accomplishments.  "It  was  one  of 
(harrowing  testimony  of  seeing  the  best  things  I've  ever  done,"  said  Peevy. 
■  her  cousin  badly  injured  in  a  The  scholarships  are  significant. 
I  four-wheeler  accident.  "I  didn’t  According  to  the  most  current  information 


The  2004  Mississippi  state  Bible  Drills  loved  pre] 
and  Speaker's  Tournament  attracted  the  writing  it, 
best  "and  the  brightest  from  all  over  the  TU-J 
state  for  a  day  of  friendly  competition 
April  24  at  Alta  Wodds  Church,  Jackson. 

Students  participating  at  this  level  know 
they'll  be  facing  peers  who  are  just  as  capa¬ 
ble  and  as  devoted  to  winning  as  they  are.  night  and 


TOP  SPEAKR3S  —  2004 
Speaker's  Tournament  winners 
include  (from  left)  Brittany 
Prevost,  First  Church  Clinton, 
fourth  place;  Chase  Porter,  First 
Church,  Picayune,  second 
place;  Whitney  Wilson, 
Friendship  Church,  Ecru,  first 
place;  and  Michelle  Glaze,  First 
Church,  Clinton,  third  place.  (BR 
photo  by  Lennie  Young) 


The  annual  Selection  Tournaments  for 
Bible  drillers  and  speakers  are  sponsored  by 
the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministries 
Department  (DFM)  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  and  funded  by  gifts  to  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 

The  Saturday  event  was  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  drills  and  speaking  opportunities 
all  over  Mississippi  that  involved  3,189 

Participants  in  2004,  and  included  the 
outh  Speaker's  Tournament,  the  Youth 
Junior  High  Bible  Drill  Tournament,  and 
ihe  Scholarship  Tournament. 

■The  Youth  Speaker's  Tournament  is 
designed  to  stimulate  growth  toward 
CKnstian  maturity  by  asking  youth  to 
speak  seriously  about  their  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  Participants  must  turn  in  a  manu¬ 
script  of  their  speech,  dte  references  and 
scripture  used,  and  stay  within  strict  time 
limits.  This  year's  winners  were  Whitney 
Wilson,  Friendship  Church,  Ecru,  first 
place;  Chase  Porter,  First  Church,  Picayune, 
second  place;  Michelle  Glaze,  First  Church, 
Clinton,  third  place;  and  Brittany  Prevost, 
First  Church,  Clinton,  fourth  place. 

Participation  on  this  level  isn't  easy, 
but  all  the  participants  were  universally 
proud  of  their  accomplishments.  "I  love 
speaking  in  front  of  people,"  Wilson  said, 
"and  I'd  do  it  again  m  a  heartbeat." 

"I  love  public  speaking,"  said  Porter. 
"I  speak  in  competitions  at  high  school 
but  I  really  enjoy  this  because  I  get  to 
talk  about  God." 

"I  was  in  the  tournament  last  year," 
said  Prevost,  'but  I  felt  like  God  was  real- 
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Sunday  Schapl  Lessons 


2004  Youth  Bible  Drill  scholai 


YOUTH  SCHOLARSHIP  WINNERS  .  .  _ _ 

are  (second  from  left)  Melissa  Hudson,  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  second  place;  Kris 
Beville,  Church  Road  Church,  Horn  Lake,  first  place;  and  Heather  Peevy,  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon,  third  place.  Harvey  Ellis  (left),  consultant  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board's  sponsoring  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department,  con¬ 
gratulated  the  winners.  (BR  photo  by  Lennie  Young) 


Baptist  ChiWcen's  Village 


Male,  or  female?  Take  your  pick 


"Every  child  in  this  state 
deserves  unequivocal  pro¬ 
tection  from  discrimina¬ 
tion,"  roared  California 
Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  Jack  O'Connell. 
"I  am  disappointed  that  in 
2004  this  fundamental  civil 
right  is  being  debated." 

The  three  board  mem¬ 
bers  "don't  want  to  give  the 
person  the  right  to  define 
their  own  sex,  huffed  Trish 
ipokesper- 
ter  School 
District  and  presumably  an 
'the  very  school 
board  she  is  criticizing. 

O'Connell  has  threat¬ 
ened  to  withhold  state 
funding  from  the  school 
That  effectively  means  a  district  and  promised  to 
California  school-age  boy,  consid-  "move  with  all  deliberate 
ered  to  be  male  in  49  other  states  speed  if  you  challenge  my 
and  most  foreign  countries,  can  authority."  That  statement 
now  declare  himself  a  girl  in  prompted  Bank  of  America 
California  and  must  be  legally  rec-  to  pull  back  from  a  previ- 
ognized  as  such.  The  means  he  ously-approved  $16  million 
(she?)  can  begin  dressing  as  a  girl  line  of  credit  for  improve- 
and  using  all  school  facilities  set  ments  around  the  district, 
aside  for  the  female  gender  —  California  state  Senator 
including  restrooms,  dressing  Joe  Dunn,  a  Democrat  from 
rooms,  and  locker  rooms.  Santa  Ana,  has  announced 

The  same  goes  for  little  girls  who  feel  that  he  will  propose  a  leg- 
they  were  endowed  at  birth  with  the  wrong  islatively-mandated  state 
body  parts.  Parents  are  specifically  exclua-  takeover  of  the  district  if 
ed  under  the  new  law  from  any  involve-  the  board  fails  to  comply 
ment  in  their  child's  gender  decision.  new  law.  Westminster  May 

Here's  the  really  breathtaking  part,  who  says  she  is  a  practicing 
though:  1,055  out  of  1,056  local  school  dis-  the  three  board  members, 
tricts  in  California  accepted  the  new  law  with-  bility  now  is  to  obey  th( 
out  a  whimper.  Only  one  school  district  in  activists  have  begun  a  recal 
the  entire  state,  in  suburban  Los  Angeles,  Even  parents  are  gettini 
opted  not  to  go  along  with  the  crowd  —  "My  kiefs  are  going  to  sui 
and  then  only  by  the  slimmest  of  margins,  the  three  village  idiots," 
Three  brave  members  of  the  five-mem-  told  hovering  news  media 
ber  Westminster  School  District  Board  of  Under  pressure  from  the  i 
Trustees  in  Orange  County  voted  not  to  what  must  seem  like  every 
implement  the  new  state  law,  and  now  low  Californians,  the  three  1 
they're  paying  a  heavy  personal  price  for  —  Judy  Ahrens,  Bios 
exercising  a  little  common  sense  about  this  Woodcock,  and  Helena  Rub 
silly  and  unnecessary  gender  selection  law.  ed  and  offered  a  comprorr 


Tack  Graham,  president  of  the 
■  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
I .  guest  opinion  columnist  below,  is 
Jr?  right  when  he  observes,  "Our  nation 
is  locked  in  a  bitter  cultural  battle."  In  case 
there  is  anyone  left  out  there  who  can  still 
argue  against  such  a  statement  with  a 
straight  face,  consider  the  current  state  of 
affairs  in  the  state  of  California. 

In  California,  where  the  populace  pride 
themselves  on  being  a  bellwether  for  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  a  new  state  law  has  gone 
into  effect  that  compels  school-age  children  their  own  sex, 
to  declare  which  gender  they  prefer  to  be.  Montgomery,  a  S[ 

■  No,  you  read  correctly.  California  son  for  Westminster 
first  graders  now  have  the  right  to  District  and  i 
pick  their  gender  —  regardless  of  employee  of  the  very 
any  genetic  and  anatomical  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary  —  so  that  dis 
crimination  against  "transgender' 
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Our  nation  is  locked  in  a 
bitter  cultural  battle.  As 
citizens  and  as  followers  of 
Christ,  we  have  an  obligation  to 
become  engaged  in  this  struggle. 

The  2004  general  election 
will  offer  voters  a  veiy  clear 
choice  as  to  what  kind  or  values 
will  dominate  the  political  cul¬ 
ture  and  impact  America  for 
years  to  come.  Evangelical 
Christians  must  begin  voting 
their  convictions  for  righteous¬ 
ness  to  prevail. 

I  am  not  referring  to 
Republican  or  Democrat  val¬ 
ues,  but  the  struggle  for  biblical  driven  comp 
values  to  triumph.  I  am  excited  f 
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Time  for  Baptists 
to  vote  values 

By  Jack  Graham,  president 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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talked  about  hiding  our  light  and  trouble  that  jfflicts  so 
under  a  container  (Matthew  many  in  our  nation. 

5:15).  "Our  light"  is  our  faith-  At  the  heart  of  this  culture 
t  iiusion  to  influence  war  is  the  battle  over  the  defini- 
the  world  for  God  and  for  good,  tion  of  and  disintegration  of  the 
about  the  potential  impact  It  pushes  back  the  darkness.  It  family.  One  of  the  biggest  issues 
iVoteValues.com  promises.  illumines  evil  and  brings  is  same-sex  marriagerHere  again 

IVoteValues.com  is  an  initia-  knowledge,  which  frees  people,  we  have  self-appointed  experts 
tive  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Shame  on  us  if  we  remain  who  think  they  Know  better  than 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  cowering  in  a  darkened  comer  God.  They  have  a  plan  and  they 
Commission  (ERLC)  in  of  the  culture  because  a  hand-  are  quickly  carrying  out  tins  plan 
Nashville.  This  initiative  looks  to  ful  of  so-called  constitutional  to  redefine  marriage  as  some 
both  educate  and  register  voters  experts  have  told  us  we  can’t  thing  other  than  the  union  of  one 
by  mobilizing  churcn  members.  take  our  light  where  we  know  man  and  one  woman.  They  have 
It  errtphasizes  voting  our  convic-  we  should  be  taking  it  and  fur-  willing  accomplices  in  court- 
tions  rather  than  voting  our  thermore,  that  we  don’t  under-  rooms  and  city  halls  across  our 
pocketbooks  or  political  parties.  stand  our  rights  under  the  U.S.  nation.  These  individuals  see  no 
This  activity  is  both  legal  and  Constitution.  We  need  to  stand  problem  in  ignoring  the  will  of 
proper.  The  scriptures  are  not  up,  speak  out,  and  send  the  the  people  and  tearing  at  the 
ambiguous.  It  is  clear  what  message  that  God  has  an  foundation  of  our  society,  our 
Christ  was  saying  when  He  answer  to  the  pain,  heartache,  culture,  and  our  nation. 
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Christian  work  in  India  may  hinge  on  votes 


H,  |  Christians  claim  that  the 

/  1  recent  attacks  on  Christians  in 
Jhabua,  Madhya  Pradesh,  were 
orchestrated  by  BJP  government 
officials  in  that  state.  The  offi¬ 
cials  were  elected  on  a  platform 
that  emphasized  development 
issues.  However,  oppression  of 
the  Christian  minority  begem 
immediately  after  the  elections. 

Christians  in  other  parts  of 
India  fear  the  same  thing  may 
happen  if  the  BJP  wins  the 
general  elections  by  a  sub¬ 
stantial  majority. 

"Even  if  the  BJP  returns  to 
power  using  development 
issues,  it  is  very  likely  that  it 
I  would  revert  to  its  core 

Hindutva  [nationalist  Hindu] 
H H  ideology,"  Reginald  Mukha, 

Hindus  in  India  bathe  in  the  waters  of  the  general  director  of  the 

isider  holy  and  capable  of  washing  away  their  Evangelical  Trust  of  North 

:tion  in  India  may  foretell  the  future  of  Christian  India,  told  Compass  Direct. 


DELHI,  India  (BP)  — 
India's  14th  general  elec¬ 
tions,  the  world's  largest 
electoral  process,  began  on 
April  20  with  voting  to  con¬ 
tinue  until  May  10.  More 
than  40  regional  and 
national  parties  are  vying 
for  543  parliamentary  seats. 
Given  the  nation's  recent 
history  of  religious  oppres¬ 
sion,  the  election  —  with  a 
potential  675  million  voters 
—  is  critical  to  Christians 
throughout  India. 

The  two  major  groups 
contesting  the  elections  are 
the  ruling  National 
Democratic  Alliance 
(NDA),  led  by  the  Hindu 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


nationalist  Bharatiya  Janata 
Party  (BJP),  and  the  secular  ELECTIO 
alliance  led  by  the  opposi-  Ganges  Riv< 
tion  Congress  Party.  sins.  The  oni 

The  BJP  has  surprised  evangelical 
some  voters  by  wooing 
Christian  and  Muslim  commu-  In 
nities,  previously  seen  as  the  Kami 
exclusive  vote^block  of  the  forme 
Congress  Party,  according  to  a  in  Bai 
report  by  Compass  Direct  news  BJP.  ! 
service.  As  part  of  their  cam-  for  hi 
paign  platform,  BJP  politicians  De 
nave  promised  an  economic  L.K. 
uplift  for  religious  minorities  sped 
wnile  downplaying  their  sup-  aomi 
port  of  the  militant  Hinau  trave 
cause  of  making  India  a  Hindu  as  pa 
Rashtra  (nation).  The  tradition-  tion  < 
al  right-wing  party  has  pledged  He 
to  make  India  a  more  devel-  refus 
oped  nation  by  the  year  2020.  party 
In  a  surprising  move,  the  BJP  tant  1 
recently  recruited  Christians  into  of  C 


;alore,  also  has  joined  the  Arunachal  Pradesh  states. 
tngliana  is  well-known  Some  Christians  are  puz- 
Christian  beliefs.  zled  at  the  way  BJP  politicians 

uty  Prime  Minister  have  appealed  to  Christian 

dvani  of  the  BJP  paid  voters  while  simultaneously  The  Congress  Party  mani- 
.  attention  to  Christian-  promising  to  extend  anti-con-  festo  also  has  accused  the  BJP  of 
ated  areas  when  he  version  legislation.  misusing  religion  for  political 

td  through  Kerala  state  John  Dayal,  national  vice  gain.  The  manifesto  holds  the 
:  of  a  countrywide  elec-  president  of  the  All  India  BJP  responsible  for  the  deaths  of 
mpaign  in  March.  Catholic  Union  and  the  secretary  more  than  2,000  Muslims  in  the 

vever,  most  Christians  general  of  the  All  India  Christian  Gujarat  riots  of  2002. 
to  believe  that  the  BJP  Council,  pointed  out  the  incon-  In  contrast,  the  Congress 
with  its  record  for  mili-  sistency  in  a  recent  news  release.  Party  promises  "strict  action 
induism  and  oppression  "Though  the  party  is  busy  against  those  who  promote 
ristian  minorities,  has  trying  to  seduce  people  of  social  bigotry  and  the  enforce- 
any  real  change  in  its  various  minority  communi-  merit  of  the  rule  of  law  to  ensure 
alist  policies.  ties,  the  vision  document  of  social  harmony  and  cohesion." 

BJP's  ongoing  support  of  the  BJP,  the  manifesto  of  the  Its  32-page  manifesto  also  advo- 
ist  Hinau  organizations  NDA  and  statements  of  the  cates  full  equality  of  opportu- 
as  the  Rashtriya  BJP's  national  leadership  nity  in  all  respects  for  the  weak- 
msevak  Sangh  (RSS),  the  leave  one  in  no  doubt  that  the  er  sections  of  our  society." 
a  Hindu  Panshad  (VHP)  party  and  the  NDA  are  wed-  Most  opinion  polls  give  the 
e  Bajrang  Dal  is  evident  ded  to  the  communal  politics  NDA  a  comfortable  majority, 
election  manifesto  which  of  the  RSS,  which  are  hostile  According  to  an  Indian 
bout  a  nationwide  ban  on  to  all  minorities  and  specially  Express-NDTV  poll  in  mid- 
cal  religious  conversions,  to  the  Christian  community, '  March,  the  NDA  is  likely  to  win 
i  ban  would  be  based  on  Dayal  stated.  the  elections,  with  the  BJP  win- 

Anti-Christian  activities  are  ning  190.  to  200  seats.  The  same 
H|  still  underway,  despite  the  elec-  poll  predicts  the  Congress 
I  tion  rhetoric.  According  to  a  Party  will  win  95-105  seats. 

I  report  in  the  Indian  Express  on  Vote  counting  begins  May  13. 

a  ^re-con version"  ceremony  for  Copyright  2004  Compass  Direct, 
-h  such  films  as  Matrix  I  Christians  in  the  Dangs  district  a  news  service  based  in  Santa  Ana, 

of  Gujarat,  a  state  notorious  for  Calif, focusing  on  Christians 
J  language  RCA  *  now  I  the  violence  perpetrated  by  worldwide  who  are  persecuted  for 

Hindus  against  Christians.  their  faith.  Used  by  permission. 
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Rankin  Association  in  Brandon  calls  Allen  H.  Stephens  to  serve  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions.  Stephens  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  and  comes  from  the  pastorate  of  First  Church,  Richland. 


Former  First  Lady  Rosalynn  Carter  is  named  recipient  of  the  first 
Distinguished  Christian  Woman  Award  by  the  Woman's  Committee 
of  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  The  selection  committee 
chose  Carter  because  of  her  international  reputation  as  a  committed 
Christian  and  a  devoted  church  and  family  woman. 


is  renamed  William  Carey 


Mississippi  Woman's  Col  „ 

College.  The  four-year  senior  Baptist  institution  has  been  become  a  co¬ 
educational  school,  and  the  name  reflects  the  heritage  of  the  life  and 
works  of  Carey,  the  pioneer  Baptist  missionary  who  worked  in  India. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Stop,  Thief! 

Car  theft  is  of  epidemic  propor¬ 
tions  all  across  the  nation. 
Mississippi  is  not  excluded. 
Recently,  I  joined  die  ranks  of  the 
car  thieves.  Well,  let  me  restate 
that  Recently,  I  was  accused  of 
being  one  of  die  car  thieves.  Late 
one  evening  I  stopped  by  the  gro¬ 
cery  store  to  pick  up  a  loaf  of 
bread.  Only  a  few  people  were  in 
the  store  and  only  a  nandful  of 
cars  were  out  in  me  parking  lot. 
As  I  drove  up,  there  was  a  car  sit¬ 
ting  out  in  the  parking  lot  that  was 
the  same  style,  same  color,  and  the 
same  year  as  my  car.  I  started  to 
pull  up  alongside  the  car  so  that 
f'twins"  would  be  sitting  there, 
but  I  thought  that  the  driver  may 
come  out  and  be  confused,  so  I 
parked  a  couple  of  isles  over  and 
Ieftplenty  of  distance  between  me 
ana  die  other  person. 

I  ran  in  the  store,  picked  up  a 
loaf  of  bread,  and  went  to  check 
out.  Of  course,  at  that  time  of  the 
night,  only  one  checker  was  at 
the  front  and  as  always  seems  to 
happen  with  me  and  probably 
with  you,  everybody  in  the  store 
arrived  at  the  checkout  counter  at 
the  same  time.  There  I  was  stand¬ 
ing  with  a  loaf  of  bread,  about 
number  five  in  the  checkout  line, 
and  most  of  the  people  had  bug- 

§ies  filled.  I  simply  relaxed  and 
lought  that  this  would  be  a 
good  point  in  my  spiritual  jour¬ 
ney  to  allow  patience  to  have  its 
perfect  work,  or  to  at  least  allow 
patience  to  have  a  small  opportu¬ 
nity  to  work  on  me! 

I  stood  in  line  for  a  moment 
and  then  a  nice  lady  came  up  and 
said,  "Sir,  if  you  will  step  over 
here  I  will  check  you  out.  "Well, 
bless  your  heart!"  I  thought  to 
myself  as  J  did  what  I  was  told. 
As  I  stood  there  waiting  for  her  to 
ring  up  my  bread,  another  lady 
who  worked  in  the  store  came 
up,  spoke  to  me  and  asked,  "Are 
you  a  preacher?"  Now,  I  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  surprised  because  I  didn't 
have  on  my  preacher  outfit.  In 
fact  I  thought  I  looked  almost 
normal.  I  replied,  "Well,  what 
makes  you  trunk  I'm  a  preach¬ 
er?"  She  asked,  "Well,  are  you?"  I 
said,  "Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
arn."  She  said,  "I  knew  it!  I  saw 
the  anointing  of  God  all  over 
you!"  Well,  to  be  honest  with 
you,  I  was  blessed  and  flattered 
and  at  the  same  time,  slightly 
confused.  All  I  was  doing  was 
standing  there  with  a  loaf  of 
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bread  in  my  hand  and  she  saw 
anointing!  I  had  only  been  in  the 
store  three  or  four  minutes  and  I 
must  confess  that  all  of  those 
minutes  had  not  been  totally 
pure  if  looked  at  under  the 
microscope  of  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

I  tried  to  recall  what  I  actually 
thought,  for  a  split  second  at  least, 
of  maybe  the  way  I  looked  when¬ 
ever  I  walked  up  to  the  first 
checkout  stand  ana  saw  five  bug¬ 
gies  full  of  groceries  in  front  of  me 
and  all  I  wanted  was  one  loaf  of 
bread.  Still,  I  was  willing  to  accept 
the  lady's  evaluation  and  compli¬ 
ment  that  she  had  seen  anointing 
on  me.  We  talked  on  a  little  while 
about  the  Lord,  the  church,  her 
church,  good  things  that  God  was 
doing  in  her  life,  and  how  long 
she  had  known  Jesus.  It  was  a 
good  time!  I  paid  for  and  got  my 
bread,  finished  the  conversation, 
and  walked  out. 

Across  the  parking  lot  and  to 
my  car  I  went.  I  jumped  in, 
cranked  up,  and  took  off.  What  I 
did  not  know  was  that  the  other 
car  that  was  a  twin  to  mine  was 
her  car.  As  she  watched  me  leave 
the  store,  she  thought  that  I  got  in 
her  car  and  drove  off.  So,  she 
hollered,  "That  man  is  stealing  my 
car!"  Now  the  only  reason  that  1 
know  this  story  is  because  a  friend 
of  mine  had  come  into  the  store 
while  I  was  standing  there  talking 
to  the  lady  and  seeing  that  I  was 
engaged  in  conversation,  he  went 
on  to  grab  some  groceries  and 
walked  Dack  up  to  tne  front  just  as 
I  was  leaving.  He  had  intended  to 
come  back  up  and  speak  to  me, 
but  I  had  already  gone  out  the 
door,  stolen  the  car,  and  was  on 
my  way  home. 

Inside  the  store  there  was  a 
buzz  as  the  bag  boy  wanted  to 
know  if  he  should  call  911  and  the 
lady  was  in  a  panic  because  her 
car  was  stolen!  The  next  morning 
my  friend  called  me  and  wanted 
to  know  if  this  was  the  car  thief.  I 
had  no  idea  what  he  was  talking 


IIKH  NXMII INVISTMENT  CUP. 

invite*  your  Indication  of  interest  to: 
FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  8% 


11m**  bond,  may  b*  placed  in  .  seli-diracfed  IRA. 
Transfer,  and  rollover,  accepted.  In  mo*  caw. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offer, 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 

IRI«T  NXrilN  INVESTMENT  CUP. 

5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  Information  about  bond  uiuet, 
obtain  a  pnnpectu.  which  deKrlbe.  all  of  the 
particular,  of  the  undertaking.  Read  It  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  .end  money  All  bond,  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subfect  to  availability 


CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


Martin  Northern 

PO  Boa  ISM 
Benton,  AR  7S01S-130I 


501-316-3100 
Fax  501-316-3110 


naan  tend  me  Information  on  the  Rm  Mortaft 
Church  Bondi  currently  bring  ottered  by 
Greet  Nation  Investment  Gorp. 


about.  Then  he  conveyed  to 
i  napper 


me 

the  story  of  what  had  happened. 
After  hearing  about  events  that  I 
knew  nothing  of,  I  began  to  reflect 
on  the  part  that  I  did  know  some- 
filing  about  while  I  was  in  file 
store  and  putting  the  two  togeth¬ 
er,  I  drew  some  of  life's  interesting 
conclusions: 

1.  Folks  can  change  their 
mind  about  you  in  a  hurry!  In 
just  a  matter  of  seconds  I  went 
from  having  the  anointing  of 
God  all  over  me  to  stealing  her 
car,  at  least  in  her  mind.  I'm  not 
sure,  and  don't  really  want  to 
know,  what  she  thought  about 
me  at  that  point. 

Isn't  it  amazing  how  quickly 
we  are  swayed  even  from  what 
we  think  and  see  and  have  con¬ 
firmed  in  our  lives  from  the 
Lord?  Then  when  something 
doesn't  seem  to  fit  our  frame  of 
reference  and  the  picture 
changes  a  little  bit,  our  whole 
attitude  changes.  Well,  surely 
she  wouldn't  want  her  car  stolen 
and  I  understand  that,  but  in 
order  to  make  me  into  a  car  thief, 
she  had  to  deny  everything  that 
she  had 
and  then  i 

We  are  fickle  folks!  I  have 
known  people  who  have  had  a 
caring  ana  Godly  pastor  for 
years,  maybe  even  decades,  and 
then  for  some  one  statement, 
some  one  sermon,  some  one 
position  on  a  moral  or  even  social 
issue,  and  at  the  snap  of  your  fin¬ 
gers  all  of  the  appreciation,  admi¬ 
ration,  and  devotion  is  gone.  We 
change  our  opinions  quickly. 


saw 


2.  A  second  thing  that  I  real¬ 
ized  was  that  we  all  are  probably 
a  part  of  some  events  and  activi¬ 
ties  that  we  know  nothing 
about,  but  which  make  us  look 
bad.  I  did  not  steal  a  car,  but  there 
was  a  lady  there  who  confessed 
to  the  world  that  I  was  stealing 
hers!  She  really  believed  that  I 
was  and  who  is  to  say  that  they 
shouldn't  believe  her  as  she  stood 
there  and  watched  her  car  leave 
file  parking  lot.  My  good  buddy 
who  was  m  the  store  asked  the 
people,  "Do  you  know  who  that 
is?"  They  really  didn't  know  and 
so  he  said,  "That's  a  preacher.  He 
used  to  be  my  preacher."  Then  he 
said  he  didn't  believe  that  I 
would  steal  her  car.  That  part  I 
appreciated!  However,  here  are 
foixs  on  the  verge  of  calling  the 
police  and  having  me  arrested, 
calling  the  Grand  Jury  together 
and  having  me  indicted  for  car 
theft!  Isn't  that  amazing!  And,  I 
knew  nothing  about  it. 

3.  The  final  thought  that  came 
to  my  mind  is  that  many  times 
getting  all  the  facts  in  place  will 
alleviate  a  lot  of  life's  crises.  If 
you  just  take  the  time  to  ask  a  few 
questions,  slow  down  enough  to 
look  around,  hold  on  to  your 
emotions  and  not  go  off  into  orbit, 
you  might  discover  that  it  was  not 
your  car  that  was  stolen.  In  fact, 
your  car  may  actually  still  be  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  lot  where  you  left  it. 

If  all  of  this  seems  a  little  too 
familiar  and  sounds  a  whole  lot 
like  what  you  may  have  heard 
recently  about  some  church,  it  is 
because  too  often,  in  too  many 
places,  and  over  too  many  issues, 
we  respond  in  ways  that  create 
more  problems  than  ever  existed 
before  our  response. 

So,  the  next  time  you  see 
somebody  driving  off  in  your  car, 
please  take  a  few  seconds  to 
make  sure  it  is  not  sitting  where 
you  left  it  before  you  call  911  or 
run  out  the  door  screaming.  The 
facts  always  seem  to  help. 
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The  Baptist  Record 


May  6, 2004 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


Single  &  Single  Agoin 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


four  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services, 


Sinqlcs  Retreat  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly 
May  29-31 

Early  Bird  registration:  Feb.  2  -  May  1 
(receive  a  T-shirt  at  the  retreat) 
Registration  form  is  included 

PREACHER/MEN'S  CONFERENCE: 

Stacy  Andrews,  minister  of  College  & 
20  Somethings,  Ridgecrest  BC 
Madison 

Music:  Brian  Neal  &  Band 

CONFERENCES: 

•  Singular  Hope  (being  content  and 

coping  with  lost  dreams) 

Cindy  Still,  Alabama 

•  Womens  Conference 

Cindy  Still,  Alabama 

•  Making  the  Best  of  a  Bad  Situation 

•  Healing  Power  of  Humor 

More  to  be  announced 
Seafood  btnquet,  ice-cream  fellow¬ 
ship,  Sunday  afternoon  options 

20  SOMETHING  TRACT  led  by 

Karen  (Battles)  and  Blaine  Means 
(20  something  Sunday  School  teachers 
at  Colonial  Hills  BC,  Southaven) 


Sinqle/Sinqle  Aqain 
Conference 

(never  married,  widows,  divorcees,  single  parents) 

Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo 
Saturday,  June  19 

8:30  a.m.  -  2:45  p.m. 

KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  Brad  Becker, 
Arkabutla,  Shepherd's  Rest  counselor 
Topics:  •  Overcoming  Bitterness 
•  Parenting 

CONFERENCES: 

•  Widows  -  Gail  Wood,  director  of 

widows  ministry,  Broadmoor  BC 
Madison 

•  Divorce -TBA 

•  Single  Parenting  -  Carol  Williams, 

Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo 

•  Never  Married  -  Mark  Howard 

Associational  missions  director 
Lee  Association 

Cost:  $10  (includes  lunch  registration 
required  by  June  14)  or  $5  payable  at 
the  door 

For  more  information  contact  Tim  at 
662-842-6917 


featuring 


Summer?  Fred  D.  Lynch  Chris  Davis 

Worship  Leader  Music  Leader 

Super  Summer  is: 

•  twenty  hours  of  discipleship/ 
evangelism  training 

•  a  week  of  challenge  for  students  to  learn 
how  to  "penetrate  their  culture" 

•  creative,  interactive  and  incredible 

•  a  "don't  miss"  opportunity 

•  leadership ...  envisioning  how  your 
choices  and  actions  today  may  influence 
you  tomorrow 


1.  Demonstrates  leadership  qualities  and  is  a  growing  Christian. 

2.  Faithful  involvement  in  worship,  Sunday  School  and 
Wednesday  night  youth  activities. 

3.  Complete  at  least  one  level  of  a  discipleship  study  (Le. 
DisdpleGioup,  DisdpleNow...). 

4.  Memorized  a  minimum  of  10  scripture  verses  relating  to 
discipleship,  evangelism,  or  a  disciple  study. 

5.  Share  their  personal  testimony  with  the  youth  group. 

6.  Share  the  Gospel  with  at  least  one  person  this  year. 

7.  Completed  at  least  the  8th  grade  in  2004,  but  not  yet  in  college. 

8.  Agree  to  attend  all  SS  sessions. 

9.  Journal  how  you  are  growing  in  your  walk  with  Christ  (Le. 
prayer,  scripture  memorization,  struggles,  joys,  etc.). 

10.  First  year  students:  you  must  be  involved  in  a  "small  group" 
study  or  accountability  group  prior  to  Super  Summer. 

11.  Second  year  students:  express  in  100  words  or  less  your  level 
of  commitment  to  Christ  and  how  you  are  involved  in  leader- 
ship  in  your  (hutch  and  community.  Please  give  to  your 
youth  minister. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  these  guidelines,  please  give 
us  a  call,  and  we  uHll  try  to  help  you  in  any  way  titat  we 
can.  Super  Summer  is  an  incredible  experience,  and  we  want 
to  do  ail  we  can  to  keep  that  standard  high,  these  guidelines 
help  in  many  ways.  Thanks  for  your  attention  to  the  details 


Leaders 


H.B.  London,  Jr.  -  vice  president  of  Ministry 
Outreach/Pastoral  Ministries  for  Focus  on  the  Family, 

Lew  KJng  -  minister  of  music  at  FBC,  Byram 


CfiiCdCare 

Supervised  care  will  be  made  available  for  preschool¬ 
ers,  children  and  youth. 

‘Reservation  and  Registration 

•  Participation  is  unlimited,  but  the  on-site  housing 
is  limited  to  the  first  hundred  (100)  couples  who 

register  for  this  retreat.  This  number  is  based  on  the 
available  private  accommodations  at  Gulfshore. 

•  Registration  must  be  made  with  Gulfshore.  _ 


TO  REQUEST  A  REGISTRATION  PACKET 

Call  us  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext  283,  or  E-mail  us  at  redwards@mbcb.org 


For  mors  Info,  contact  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-330$. 
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er  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 

’e  always  bo  our  best  praying  When  We  see  ourselves  Working  With  iSSSSSSi^ 

FBC,  Wert  Palm  Beach,  ty,  was  instructed  by  her  moth 

.  ~  v  .  r  prayed  for  Allen  Staley  and  er  and  other  Christian  women 

>  insteal  of  try  in#  to  #et  Qol  to  Work  for  us.?  BSSKteK-  SUflAQffi?.. 

the  U.S.  Disc imi nary  Barracks  his  wife,  altHbudf  confronted 

..  .  ins.  S  S  n  s\  t  i  /ii  /  at  Leavenworth.  Chaplain  with  steeped  traditions  and  cul 

3teVe  HiaWthorne.  the  founder  and  president  of  'WayMalters  g*»a«-sgBRi  aXTSiftS: 
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Evelyn  Aden  writes:  'The 
churchwide  prayer  chain  at 
FBC,  Wert  Palm  Beach, 

prayed  for  Allen  Staley  and  er  and  other  Christian  v 
his  ministry  enfccember  8.  on  'womanhfltwtten. 
He  is  the  ArmyZhaplain  at  thanks  that  we  Santi 
the  U.S.  Disc imi  nary  Barracks  his  wife,  altmuei  confr 
at  Leauenworoi.  Chaplain  with  steeped  Waoitions 
Staley  later  contacted  us  say¬ 
ing  we  had  prayed  for  him  on 
the  exact  date  of  his  surgery 
and  he  was  doing  well. 


A  young  Guajibo  girl  of 
Venezuela,  coming  into  puber¬ 
ty,  was  instructed  by  her  moth¬ 
er  and  other  Christian  women 
on  'womanhflfeatten.  Give 
thanks  that  Mi  Santiago  and 
his  wife,  alttwjn  confronted 
with  steeped  ffwitions  and  cul¬ 
tural  ceremonies,  boldly  held 
firm  to  the  Truth  as  they  cele¬ 
brated  their  daughter's  coming 
out  party. 


)  All  mothers  on 
r's  Day.  They  have 
-emendous  responsibili- 
•!)  Baptist  Children's 
-  Speciality  Offering; 
ase  pfyVlay  for 


ned  DlUb  of  Djibouti 
-n  Africa,  between 
and  Somalia). 


)  VBS  National  Day  of 
.  i  «•  (SS);  O)  Pray  for  a 
•  .  d  team  to  go  minister 

Hausaof  Naer 


Deaf  associations  play  a  very 
important  role  in  the  life  of 
the  deaf  community  of 
Columbia.  Please  pray  that 
God  will  senddeafCnristiane 
who  will  nofmoumra  of  try¬ 
ing  to  reach  t»  dlsf.  Isk  God 
to  provide  a  uky  Aufte 
Colombia  deaf  Team  to  meet 
these  deaf  and  begin  to  build  a 
relationship  with  mem. 

For  (1)11  Senior  Adult  Conf.,  17th 
-19th,  Gutidiore  Baptist 
Assembly  (D&FM);  (2)  Please  lift 
up  John  and  Barbsojandolph, 


For  (1)  ALT  •  Association*! 
Leadership  Training,  Madison 
(CG);  (2)1  Senior  Adult  Conf., 
Ilth-Hth  GuHshore  (D&FM); 
(J)  T.W.  Cara  j|  an  Army  reserve 


r. - i.i - B.11U.  ll.  L. 

uoRwucan  nowK^iio  win  oe 
working  in  thenuralmreas  of  the 
eastern  Dominican  Republic. 
They  arrived  in  the  country  on 
Feb.  20  and  are  adjusting  to  their 


Pray  as  lie  mmisterlto  soldiers 
who  are  deployed  throughout 
the  world  and  their  families 
scattered  over  four  states. 

For  (1)  Area  1  F.O.C.U.S. 
Group,  TBA  (WMU);  (2)  Pray 

^Wirrmtobeb^in  ^ 

Indomsfcjffoclj^^fuho 
She  believen  nwStobe  pre- 


the  believers  need  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  always  to  speak  the 


Radio  programming  can  have  a 
powerful  influence  in  closed 
countries  such  as  Libya.  One 
youngwoman  Intern  regularly 

verses^hehKJbwfor*^ 

young  woman  and  others  who 
heard  the  Truth  via  radio  and 
now  attend  a  house  church. 

The  Mwanza  Urban  Team  of 
Tanzania  asks  that  we  pray 
for  their  new  Baptist  high 
school  in  Mwanuujbe 
school  is  «ly  tifeefoears  old, 
but  it  has  rienUored 
number  1 3  ftut  WjhO  schools 
in  the  region.  Pray  for  the 
headmaster  and  staff  as  they 
work  toward  their  goal  “that 
all  their  students  know  Christ'’ 


The  fola-Fogny  Team  of  Senegal 
and  the  Gambia  writes: 'The 
riders  in  the  )oU  culture  are 
responsible  for  aN  decision  mak- 


lesus.  Pray  thalthAidws  would 
know  that  jesus  b  Savior,  accept 
Him  and  give  their  permission  for 
others  to  accept  Him.* 

For  (1)  III  Senior  Adult 
Conference,  20th-22nd, 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
(DAFI^)^tisj^orMrta- 

sionfor  se3a»liJl«lm  who 
are  struggling  in  their  walk  with 
Christ  they  also  ask  you  to 
pray  for  contacts  who  have  not 
yet  made  a  decision  for  Christ 


For  (1)  Associations! 
Leadership  Training  14th  • 
15th,  Camp  Garaywa 
(WMU):  (2)  Mission  trips  are 
being  punned  for  June  along 
two  riven  rtfwitirtft  to  the 

motor  driver  for  the  boat  that 
b  going  to  take  the  teams. 


Like  newborns,  new  believers 
coming  into  congregations  in 
Israel  bring  great  joy.  In  Israel 
congregations  are  small  and 
scattered,  ornonfmtant  and 
unavailable^  nfijoelievers. 
Pray  especialy  fdt  olfe  of  these 
new  beReverl  thlUbe  Lord  will 
raise  up  a  congregation  nearby 
with  some  mature  believers  to 
love  and  care  for  him. 


1/98  MR.  BRADLEY  S.  CURTIS 
Parents:  Clifton  &  Cathy 
West  Africa:  Agriculture 

3/85  MISS  HEATHER  M.  BROWN 
Parents:  John  and  Claudia 
Southern  Africa:  General  Evangelism 

4/83  MISS  TABITHA  S.  FOX 
Parents:  Thomas  &  Tammy 
Central  &  Eastern  Europe:  Strategy 


Just  for  the  Record 


County  Line  Church,  Crystal 


Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden,  cele¬ 
brated  Senior  Adult  Day  April 
18  with  a  message  from  Jimmy 
Breland  and  luncn  following  the 
service.  Cody  Dean  is  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  Live  Wires  senior  adult 
group.  R.  Leon  Holly  is  pastor. 
Pictured  are  Drew  Lenard, 
music  director,  and  Melba  Ford 
who  sang  for  the  occasion. 

Gaston  Church,  Booneville, 
recently  had  ten  children  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  State  Bible  Drill  held 
at  the  First  Church,  Tupelo. 
Pictured  (from  left,  back)  are 
Lee  McCoy,  Annie  Corbin,  Clint 
Tucker,  Bethany  Murphy,  Kate 


25  from  6-9  p.m.  Family  night 
will  be  held  June  27.  Dave 
Qualls  is  interim  pastor. 

Yandell  Road  Church, 
Gluckstadt,  will  host  a  spring 
festival  May  15  beginning  at  10 
a.m.  Lunch  tickets  are  available. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
856-5959.  Music  throughout  the 
day  will  feature  a  mens  quartet 
from  First  Church,  Madison, 
Sandy  Sartor,  Cecilia  and  Gwen 
Burgess,  Erica  Parker,  contempo¬ 
rary  and  gospel  music.  There  will 
be  activities  for  children  and  vol¬ 
leyball  for  adults. 

Center  Ridge  Church, 
Clarke  Association,  will  hold  a 
Gospel  sing  May  15  at  7  p.m. 
featuring  Men  of  Music  with 
Mike  Bullock,  Mobile,  Ala.  All 


Homecomings 
&  Revivals 


Red  Creek  Union,  Jackson 
County:  125th  Church 

Anniversary  and  100th 
Building  Anniversary  May 
16;  worship,  10:30  a.m.;  lunch 
and  singing  will  be  included; 
Richarcf  Crews,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  speaking;  Charles 
Rodgers,  Jackson  Association, 
will  present  a  certificate; 
Jamie  Chapman,  pastor. 

Spring  Hill,  Waterford: 

Revival  May  9-13;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  P.J.  Scott,  First 
Church,  Olive  Branch,  evan¬ 
gelist;  child  care  provided; 
Bobby  McKay,  pastor. 

Shady  Grove,  Lucedale: 
Revival  May  30-Tune  2; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.; 
Jackie  Kay,  Looking  Up 
Ministries,  Millington,  Tenn., 
evangelist;  Phillip  Willis, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  music  evan¬ 
gelist;  Ronnie  Maxie,  pastor. 

Calvary,  New  Augusta, 

Revival  May  9-12;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Randall  Creel,  speaker;  Steve 
Lloyd,  pastor. 

New  Harmony, 

Philadelphia:  Homecoming 
May  16;  worship,  11  a.m.;  Greg 
Latham,  speaker;  Rodney 
Goldman,  music;  lunch  will  be 
served;  Dewey  Moore,  pastor. 
All  are  welcome. 


Poplar  Springs  Drive  Stevens,  Kei 
Church,  Meridian,  will  present  Molly  Beth  I 
Steve  and  Annie  Chapman,  ers  are  Bari 
musical  ambassadors  to  the  Terry  Tucker, 
family,  in  a  Family  Enrichment 
Weekend  May  14-16.  For  more  First  Ch 
information,  call  (601)  485-5106  licensed  Dei 
orvisitwww.psdbc.org.  ministry  Api 

been  preachir 

McLaurin  Heights  Church,  is  enrolled 
Pearl,  will  host  a  Beth  Moore  Community  ( 
Live  Simulcast  May  15  from  able  for  pulpi 
9:30  a.m.-2  p.m.  To  register,  call  events  and  w 
Bewell  Bryant  at  (601)  939-3379.  456-0137.  Dal 


Drew  Lenard  and  Melba  Ford 


LEADS  THE  NATION  IN  HI 


Derek  Nelson  and  Dale  Easley,  pastor 


More  than  50%  of  Mississippi  deaths 

related  to  heart  disease  occur  in  women.  ▼ 

For  many  women,  a  first  heart  attack  Is  fatal  because 
symptoms  and  risk  factors  went  without  attention. 

More  frighteningly,  only  8%  of  women  even  realize  that 
heart  disease  Is  a  significant  health  risk  to  women. 

Call  1  -800-948-6262  or  948-6262  for  your  $25  Hoart  Scrawling. 


For  The  “Right  Deal”  On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark  /r^Pl  I  J  v 

601*992-4149  pH 

601-750-2364 


Rite  Way  Bus  Sales 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  (*■■  VUdHnotni 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  lUnl  AsSOCir«P< 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  |U]hr 


www.mbh*.org 


Brandon,  Min.,  Ii  seeking  a  mature 
Christian  individual  or  couple  to  make  a 
long-term  commitment  to  serve  at  youth 
leaders)  on  a  bi -vocational  basis.  Please 
mail  your  resume  to  1 75  StonecastJe  Drive, 
Brandon,  MS  39047  or  email  to: 


now  accepting  resumes  tor  Assoc lat tonal 
Missions  Director  until  May  30th.  Ptease 
mail  your  resume  to  P.O.  Box  716, 
Ackerman,  MS  39735. 


The  Baptist  Record 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Loving  Spouses 

1  Corinthians  7:1-6;  Ephesians  5:22-25,  28-33 
By  Patsy  Foster _ 


There's  an  old  saying  that 
woman  was  not  taken  out  of 
man's  head  to  be  lorded  over 
by  him,  nor  from  his  feet  to  be 
trampled  on  by  him,  but  from 
his  side  to  be  equal  with  him, 
from  under  his  arm  to  be  pro¬ 
tected  by  him,  and  from  near 
his  heart  to  be  loved  by  him. 
Husband,  love  your  wife.  It's  a 
wonderful  investment  of  obe¬ 
dience  that  will  yield  dividends 
in  this  life  and  tne  life  to  come. 
Because  husband  and  wife  are 
one  flesh,  man  as  head  of  the 
wife  is  to  love  her  as  his  own 
body,  nurturing  and  caring  for 
her  as  the  Lord)  the  head  or  the 
church,  loves  and  cares  for  us. 

Wife,  submit  yourself  to 
your  own  husband. 
Sometimes  we  try  to  maintain 
a  relationship  with  the 
Heavenly  Father  without  sub¬ 
mitting  to  our  husbands. 


Ephesians  5:24  says 
that  as  the  church  is 
submitted  to  Christ,  so 
we  are  to  be  submitted 
to  our  husbands  in 
every  thing.  Sometimes 
Christian  homes  reflect  the 
results  of  neglecting  this  spiri¬ 
tual  principle.  There  are  cou- 
pjes,  still  married  and  living 
under  the  same  roof,  who  have 
spiritually  divorced  them¬ 
selves  from  one  another. 
Toleration  and  strife  have 
replaced  the  love  and  respect 
that  once  caused  them  to 
become  a  family.  If  you  have 
reached  this  point,  please  con¬ 
sider  James  3:16  that  where 
envying  and  strife  is,  there  is 


Foster 


contusion  and  every  evil  work. 
According  to  Vines  Dictionary, 
"confusion"  in  this  verse 
means  instability,  a  state  of  dis¬ 
order  and  disturbance.  These 
things  cause  a  home  to  be  an 
incubator  of  hostility,  adverse¬ 


ly  affecting  not  only  us, 
but  our  children  too. 

How  then  can  we 
retrieve  the  love  and 
respect  we  once  had  in 
our  marriage?  First, 
we  need  to  Dathe  our¬ 
selves  and  our  fami¬ 
lies  in  prayer  and  (hold 
tightly  to  the  promises 
of  God's  Word.  First 
Corinthians  13  offers 
wonderful  Scriptures  to  pray 
over  our  families  each  day. 
Pray  that  God's  Word  won't 
return  unto  Him  void,  but 
that  it  will  accomplish  what 
He  pleases  and  will  prosper 
in  what  He  sent  it  to  do 
(Isaiah  55:11).  Next,  we  need 
to  realize  that  Christian  mar¬ 
riages  are  targeted  by  Satan. 
If  we  had  enemy  soldiers  lit¬ 
erally  swarming  over  our 
land,  we  would  probably 
leave  home  in  the  mornings 
with  our  armor  on  and  be 
more  loving  to  our  families, 
knowing  we  might  never  see 
them  again.  Weil,  the  enemy 
of  our  souls  is  in  the  land, 
sending  flaming  missiles 
against  Christian  marriages, 
pointing  out  faults,  planting 


evil  thoughts  and  desires 
until  we  begin  to  wonder  if 
we  would  be  happier  without 
the  restrictions  of  marriage. 

Many  in  our  society  see 
marriage  as  an  institution 
where  no  one  wants  to  go. 
Illicit  sexual  relationships 
abound  in  our  land,  and  our 
society  is  paying  the  price 
with  a  multitude  of  sexually 
transmitted  diseases.  Paul 
says  in  1  Corinthians  7:2  that 
every  man  should  have  his 
own  wife,  and  every  woman 
her  own  husband  to  avoid 
fornication.  We  are  not  to  go 
outside  of  the  God-estab¬ 
lished  bounds  of  marriage  for 
a  sexual  relationship. 

In  1  Corinthians  7:3,  Paul 
exhorts  the  Corinthians  that  a 
husband  and  his  wife  render 
due  benevolence  to  one  another. 
Barnes  says  in  his  commentary 
that  benevolence  denotes  kind¬ 
ness,  good-will,  affection  of 
mind,  and  that  the  word  "due" 
should  remind  us  of  the  sacred¬ 
ness  of  our  vow  and  that  in 
every  respect,  we  belong  to  each 
other.  In  the  intimacy  of  mar¬ 
riage,  husbands  and  wives  are 
exhorted  not  to  withhold  them¬ 


selves  from  one  another,  unless 
it's  for  a  season  of  prayer  and 
fasting;  then  they  should  come 
back  together  to  keep  Satan 
from  tempting  them. 

While  there  are  no  perfect 
marriages,  there  are  inspiring, 
godly  ones  where  the  spouses 
nave  remained  faithful  and 
loving  even  through  life's 
adversities.  These  marriages 
are  like  roses  in  the  desert, 
blooming  and  fragrant  even  in 
the  dry  places.  A  dear  friend 
of  mine  said,  "I  think  all  fami¬ 
lies  have  conflict,  some  just 
learn  from  their  mistakes  and 
move  on;  others  linger  and 
perpetuate  the  conflict."  That 
conflict  is  also  meeting  God  in 
a  crisis  and  making  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  obey  or  stay  behind. 
To  obey  and  move  on  is  to  love 
our  spouse  unconditionally 
and  with  God's  help  resolve 
the  conflict.  To  stay  behind  is 
to  stubbornly  cling  to  the  con¬ 
flict  and  poison  our  marriage. 
We  can  either  build  bridges  or 
walls.  If  we're  following  God, 
the  choice  is  clear. 


Foster  is  member  of  Murphy 
Creek  Church,  Louisville. 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Serve  Confidently 

2  Timothy  4:1-22 


By  Bobby  McKay 


Have  you  ever  read  some¬ 
one's  last  will  and  testament? 
The  purpose  of  a  will  is  to 
simply  carry  out  the  wish 
of  tne  deceased.  Whether  it  is 
money,  land,  or  possessions, 
this  legal  document  basically 
spells  out  who  gets  what 
items.  My  dad  has  always 


terns.  My 

joked  that  when  he  dies  ne 
will  leave  me  the  funeral  bill. 

As  we  close  out  our  survey 
on  the  book  of  2  Timothy,  we 
see  a  glimpse  of  the  end  for 
the  Apostle  Paul.  Tradition 
and  scholars  agree  that  these 
words  are  some  of  Paul’s  last. 
As  you  study  the  lesson  this 
weeic,  be  reminded  that  Paul  is 
getting  ready  to  die. 

No,  he  doesn't  go  through  a 
list  of  belongings  that  are  to 


be  distributed  to  his 
survivors.  Rather,  he 
ives  testimony  of  the 
ord  and  His  good¬ 
ness.  Here's  a  thought: 

lude  in  your  will  a  list  of 
praises  to  the  Lord.  You  can 

[>ass  down  the  family  heir- 
ooms,  but  your  praises  to  the 
Father  will  nave  eternal  value. 
Look  with  me  at  three  things 
the  text  shows  us  this  week. 

I.  Preach  the  Word  (4:1-5) 
One  motto  preachers  share 
today  is  "Preach  the  Word". 
Countless  number  of  pastors 
have  shared  this  with  me  and 
l  am  guilty  of  sharing  it  with 
preachers  as  well.  When  a 
preacher  tells  a  brother  in 
Christ  to  "Preach  the  Word", 
he  is  not  necessarily  saying 
that  he  doesn’t  preach  the 


Word.  What  he  is  most 
likely  striving  to  do  is 
encourage  his  fellow 
minister  to  stand  firm 
on  the  Word  of  God. 

Paul  expresses  the 
same  thought  here  to 
his  young  friend 
Timothy.  He  mentions 
in  verses -three  and 
four  that  there  is  com¬ 
ing  a  terrible  time  in 
future.  The  problem  is 
what  the  Bible  calls  "itchy 
ears".  I  can  almost  hear  Paul 
as  he  wrote  these  words. 

He  pleads  with  Timothy  to 
stay  true  to  God's  Word.  He 
appeals  to  Timothy  in  verse 
five  to  keep  a  clear  head  and 
among  other  things,  to  do  the 
work  of  an  evangelist. 

We  live  in  a  day  and  age 
that  churches  are  compromis¬ 
ing  biblical  doctrine  and  the 
truth  of  the  Scriptures  so  that 
they  might  relate  better  to  the 
world.  As  Christian  churches, 
we  were  never  called  to  con¬ 
dition  the  Gospel  so  that  it 
doesn't  offend  people.  One 
main  reason  cnurches  are 


dying  is  due  to  some*preach- 
ers  being  afraid  of  mirting 
someone  s  feelirigs.  Pastor,  if 
you  love  your  church,  preach 
the  Word!  You  aren't  called  to 
tickle  ears. 

II.  Preparing  to  Leave  (4:6-15) 

It  is  extremely  clear  in 
verse  six  Paul  is  ready  to 
leave  this  world.  Paul  knew 
that  he  was  staring  death  in 
the  face.  In  death,  Paul  is  able 
to  share  the  message  of  eter¬ 
nal  life.  He  states  mat  right¬ 
eousness  awaits  him.  Our 
friend  Paul  indeed  fought  the 
good  fight,  finished  the  race, 
and  kept  the  faith.  Are  you 
prepared  today  to  spend  eter¬ 
nity  with  the  Lora?  If  you 
have  any  questions  or  wor¬ 
ries,  please  call  your  pastor. 

Some  of  you  are  counting 
on  your  good  works,  church 
membership,  or  even  your 
money  to  get  you  into  heav¬ 
en.  While  we  know  Paul  was¬ 
n't  perfect,  can  you  say  with¬ 
out  reservation  that  you  are 
ready  to  be  poured  out  as  an 
offering  to  God?  Only  Jesus 


can  save  you  and  He  will  if 
you  ask  Him. 

IIL  Praise  be  to  God  (4:16-22) 

Paul  concludes  this  letter 
with  praise  to  the  Lord.  He 
expresses  forgiveness  in  verse  16 
to  all  those  who  deserted  him 
throughout  his  ministry.  He 
states  in  verse  17  that  the  Lord 
never  left  him,  instead  He  gave 
him  continual  strength.  He 
reminds  us  how  faithful  God 
was  in  his  life.  God  called  him  to 
preach  to  the  Gentiles  and  when 
ne  faced  evil,  God  would  see 
and  deliver  him  through. 

In  verse  18,  Paul  turns  his 
thoughts  toward  heaven. 
Folks,  if  the  lesson  this  week 
doesn't  light  your  fire,  your 
wood  is  wet!  Paul  is  saying  to 
you  and  me  today,  "Our  God 
is  awesome,  faithful,  and  true! 
I  am  going  to  the  heavenly 
kingdom  where  I  can  worship 
Him  forever  and  ever!"  I  ask 
you  one  last  time,  are  you 
ready  to  meet  the  Lord? 


McKay  is  pastor  of  Spring  Hill 
Church,  Waterford. 
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Dr.  Bill  Causey,  Interm  Excutive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


March  1  -  31, 2004 
Memorials 

Jimmy  Terry 

'  McAdams  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Christine  Thomason 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Henry  F.  Peebles  Jr. 
Joe  Thompson 

Ben  A  Gena  Soncs 
Mrs.  Nannie  Marion  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Cheater  N. 
Herrington 

Rev.  Bernard  Thornton 

Siloam  Baptist  Church 
AdaTtoier 

Gliding  Baptist  Church 

Shorty  Towenson 
Rae  Flynt 

Mr.  Nonaan  TVaets 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Mr.  Carl  Treppendahl 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Christopher  Dean  Twiner 
Mn.  Virgie  L.  Davit 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wendell  Thetford 
Andrea  Tyaes 

Jackie.  Carolyn  A  Jordan 
Wooley 

Earlenc  Vaughn 

Ms  Muda  .Stegall 
Jody  .Stegall 
Mrs.  Maude  Mason 

Mr  and  Mn.  Jim  Heftier 
Victor  V.  Voss 

Mn  Vivian  V.  Jessup 
Mr.  Gipson  B.  Wade 

The  Robert  Sullivans 
The  Brownlees  . 

Mr.  Tommie  Waits 

Mr.  A  Mn  John  T  Keeton  Jr. 
Ms.  Ann  Shillings  Danna 
Mrs.  Kay  Gill  Waldrop 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  L  Scruggs 
Robert  A  Sue  VIMlie 
Ms.  Anna  Loyd  Burris  Wallace 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Martin  Ward 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mrs.  Lola  Mat  Wart 
Mrs  Bal  Mobley 
Dr.  Rn  Warwick 

Mn.  Joy  B.  Roberts 

se  .-i  -i-  Iti-ss. 

Patrick  waits 

Mr.  A  Mn.  F.  R.  Clark 
Rev.  Jaasas  E.  Watts 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Cletos  T  Goia 
The  Manning  Family 
New  Prospect  Baptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mn.  Tom  Coward  Jr. 
Uvern  Webb 

Mn.  Felicia  Jacobson 
Mrs.  'Della  Weeks 

Corey  A  Marianne  Conner 
C.  fc  Welch 

Ms  Mary  N.  Welch 
Edna  J.  Wenet 

Ray  A  Bill  Magnan 
Rob  Weatover 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hale  Singletary  Jr 
Mr.  Aria*  White 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jay  Gore  in 
Or  tehee  Brothers  lac. 


Doris  White 

Ms  Lena  N  Lanehart 
Mary  C.  White 

Jewel  Tliywick  A  Tnywick 
Families 

Richie  Whitfield 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Jason  Whittington 

The  Junes  E.  Rushing  Family 
Mrs  Wordna  Wicker 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Stanley  Downs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  William  Rea 
Patterson 
Mr.  Hosts  Wlgga 

Dr  A  Mrs  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Leo  Williams.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Pal  Ingram 
Carolyn  Williams 

Mn.  Mary  A.  Meheffey 
Helen  Williams 
Mr.  Bill  Hite 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy 
Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  Ella  Williamson 

Mr  A  Mrs  W  R  Stephens 
Mr  A  Mn.  Dennis  L  McPhail 
Lowery  A.  Woodall 

Dr.  A  Mn,  Fred  E.  Tatum 
Eugene  "Gena"  Worsham 

Mr.  A  Mn.  George  A.  Milam 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  Bndahaw 
Mr  A  Mn  Junes  Cnttmil  Jr. 
Robert  Wrenn 

Mr  A  Mrs  Neil  E  Wrenn 
Mrs.  Cordell  Wynne 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Panic 
Mrs.  Ruth  Yarbrough 

Mn.  Lee  Audts  Jayroe 
Paul  Yeager 

Ben  A  Mary  Weeks  • 
Lee  York 

Mike.  Sandra.  Alicia  A  Abbe 

Wilson 

Helen  Young 

Mr.  A  Mrs  A  obey  L.  Hays 

April  1  -  30, 2004 
Honors 


FBC-Goldea  Days,  Crystal  Springs 
Mr.  Chutes  A  Touchstone 
Fletchers  Chapel  CMC 

Mr.  Charles  A  Touchstone 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Appleton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ray  L  Moon 
Urbane  A  EHa  Mat  Breland 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Wilbur  Huffman 
Carolyn  Cstiedga 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Aubrey  L.  Hays 
Lla  Chealek 

Ms  Andra  B.  Bonellt 
Mrs.  Mark  Coggins 

Mn.  UUian  O  Haywsrd 
Jimmie  Colt 

Me.  IT Uterine  Cola 
Mlea  Vkkla  Cathara 

Mrs.  Lonnie  L.  Smith 
Mary  Jaaa  Cnrwfcrd 

Joy  5 SC,  PBC-Stark villa 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Dwight  Dudley 

Mr  William  B  Webb  s 


Rev.  Chartea  Fake 

M-  William  B.  Webb 

Kea  FuAer 

Ms  Peggy  Susan  Ward 
Peggy  Gauras 

Andra  E  Bonellt 
Mrs.  May  Grtdoi 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Jimmy  L.  Til  Ison 
Bra.  A  Mis  Robert  HoHfleM 
Mist  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mr.  Robert  W.  King 
Ms.  Sue  B  Burns 
Mrs  Btnard  McPherson 
Pint  Baptist  Church 
Vhrlnn  Burrough  Middleton 
Dru  A  Reed  Hawthorne 
Roes  A  Rachel  McGaha 
Mack  A  Let  Middleton 
Hunter.  Colby,  Brooke. 

TSylor  A  Jordan  Starke 
Meredith  Moon 

Mn.  Atfakne  J.  Vardaman 
Alan  Murray 

Ruth  SSC,  FBC-McComb 
Beverly  OMa 

Mr.  Hugh  W.  Olds  Jr. 

Alma  Patty 

WOM.  FBC -Olive  Branch 

Laura  Kay  Peyton 

Andra  E.  Bonellt 

Joe  Ptruils 

Mr.  at  Mrs.  Wilbur  Huffman 
Mrs.  Thelma  Prewitt 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  L.  Tillsoo 
Mrs.  Mattie  Rials 

Mrs.  Lonnie  L  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lawrence  Taylor 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Peggy  Teller 

Andra  E.  Bonellt 
Jonathan  Tingle 

Mrs.  Altaic nc  J.  Vardaman 
J.  D.  A  Viola  Voyles 

Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Ifoyles 
Mrs.  Senlta  Webb 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 

Memorials 

Mrs  Berchk  Alexander 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Artis  L.  Godfrey 

Mrs.  Sara  Grace  Allbrltton 

Springfield  Baptist  Church 
W.  S.  Allen 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Travis  Fulgham  A 

Benje 

Mr.  Oliver  M.  Anderson,  Jr. 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D,  Jayroe 
Mr.  Ronald  E  Russell 
Annie  Andrews 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gwinn  H.  Gordon 
Mr.  Lamar  Arthur 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Ms.  Theme  Begley 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
Mr.  Paul  W.  Bahant.  Sr. 

Oael  McCarthy 
Rkk  Varcoe 

Mr.  Woodrow  W.  Bailey 

Thnn,  Brown  A  Russ  Co.,  LTD 
AMs  Ward  Baker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  D.  Crawford 
Mrs.  Victor  Barbteri 

Ms  Earlenc  Griffith 
A.  L  Barker 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Travis  Fulgham  A 

Benje 

Clarence  Barlow 

Mr.  A  Mn  Jerry  M  Pry 
Roger  Barrett 

Shoqualak  Baptist  Church 

Jaa  Butte 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Reece  Douglas  Jr. 
Mr.  Therolyn  Bean 

Paul  A  Pam  Poole 
T.C.  Benson 

Oenola  Davis  Barlow 
Burnell  Beaton 
Margaret  Stokes 
Diem  Berry 
Delma  Wallace 
Mrs.  Hilda  Balk 

Sanctuary  Choir.  Easts tde  BC 

Peart 

Mn  Dektres  Thornton 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 

Mrs.  Gladys  Maine 

Women  s  Bible  Class.  FBC- 
Hulehunt 

Claudette  Blanton 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Darrell  Randall 

Marita  D.  Blanton 

Miss  Merle  Blanton 
Ms.  Elhelern  J  Blanton 
Wilber  Blount 

Mr.  A  Mn  David  C.  Lee 
Elaine  Bobo 

Bill  A  Ceena  Barbee 
Mr.  Via  C.  Bobo 

Dr.  A  Mn.  I  inuel  Jayroe 
Mn.  Lee  Audts  Jayne 
LaVfcroat  Jordan 
Mn.  Linda  Jos  Pepper 
Mn.  Eatalte  Boaarge 

Mr.  A  Mn  James  R.  Blau 
Lydia  Bowie 

Darrell  A  Owen  Randall 
CW.EowHa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  C.  Drown 

Ms.  Catherine  Bowman 

Robert  A  Sandra  Waymtre 
Mn.  Mildred  Brantley 
Mn.  DM  Griffin 
Mr.  Steve  Brtarty 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  L.  Poole 
Mr.  Kan  Brown 

Mr  A  Mn.  J.  D  Massey 
Nancy  Buckner 

Mr.  A  Mn  Prank  L.  Morgan 


Mr.  A  Mn.  James  Bramlm  A 


Family 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  M  Smiley 
Hilbura  J.  Burris 

Mr  A  Mn  James  E  Clark 
Mr  A  Mn.  Jerry  M.  Pry 
Mr.  A  Mn  James  B.  Camtth  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  Gill 
LnJoyce  Busby 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Miry  Byrd 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Chutes  E  Owens 
Miry  Elisabeth  Mulballand  Cakl 

The  Robert  Sullivan  F unity 
Delton  R.  CampbaU 

Ms,  Mary  K.  Sakulio 
Mrs.  Joy  Carietoa 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
James  Cartkk 

Ms.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Liz) 
Blalock 

Wienie  Lee  Carsley 

Mrs  Mere  C.  Hall  / 

Thomas  D.  "Tommy"  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  L.  Prine 
Mrs.  June  S.  Catledge 

Mr.  A  Mn,  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Frances  Caaaey 

Faith  SSC.  Highland  BC- 
Vicksburg 
J.  W.  Ch  rest  man 

Graeber  Brothen,  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  C.  Lee 
Earlle  Clark 

Graeber  Brothen.  Inc 
O'Neal  Clark 

Mr.  A  Mn.  William  Rex 
Peticrson 

Mrs  Beatrice  M.  Cllngon 
Mr.  Harold  G.  Marx  Sr. 

Florence  Cochran 

Mr.  A  Mrs  George  D.  Henderson 
I  voters,  Coker 

Mrs.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
Murry  Coleman 

Mr.  A  Mn.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mrs.  Doris  Farmer 
Frank  Conley 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  Bill  Cook 

Ms.  Nancy  Patrick 
Matrons  Cooper 

Adult  Men's  SSC.  Springfield 
BC-Morton 

Lydia  SSC.  Springfield  BC-Morton 
Virginia  Cooper 

Mrs.  Jane  M.  Hardin 
Combi  Copts,  Jr. 

Mr,  A  Mn.  Cecil  Parmenticr 
Mr.  Qulntoa  Cox 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Loftin  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mn,  Harold  Lowery  A 
Family 

Mr.  Keith  Stringer  A  Family 
Mr.  T.  L.  Cox 

Paul  A  Pam  Poole 
Mrs.  Ales  B.  Crocker 

Mr  A  Mn.  Robert  L  Fulmer 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ken  Philltpa 
Mr.  Jessie  Crouae 

Mn.  Dot  Griffin 
Billy  Crake 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Mrs.  Vardk  Crake 

Mr  A  Mn.  J.  D  Cruise 
Murray  Crump 

Ms  Martha  O  Graham 
Mrs.  Helen  Cuplt 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  E.  Breakfield 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Jamas  O.  Davidson 

Mn.  Norma  R.  Davidson 
Eric  Davis 

Cindy  Davis  Ainsworth 
Mr.  Hiram  E  Davis,  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mn.  Wesley  Arnold 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Tom  McGee  A 

Fsmity 

Mr.  A  Mn  Larry  W  Lee 
Mbs  Susan  Davk 

Mr.  Bill  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  Betty  Davk 

Mr  BUI  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  Louise  Dean 

Mn.  Hazel  Cockroft 
Mr.  Rufus  Denton 

Mr.  A  Mn  Perry  Spraherry 
Jonathan  Kyk  Devore 

Memphis  Job  Corps  Censer 
Thuuporanon  Logistical  Service 
W.  O.  Yates  A  Sons 
Construction  Co 

Mr.  A  Mn.  David  P.  Duncan 
Ms.  AnnaJee  M.  Dunrnn 
Ms.  Duma  J.  Garvey 
Parkway  Properties.  LP 
Rkk.  Pun.  Kevin  A  Ptee 
ventures 

Mr.  Robert  Donald 

Rev  A  Mn.  James  C.  Bums 
Jimmie  A  Cindy  Crain 
Bill  A  Freddie  Aim  Oreer 
Mrs.  Sydney  Daly 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Olenn  Doty  m 
J.  C.  Drown 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  C.  Drown 
Lettk  Drown 

Mr.  A  Mrs  James  C  Drown 
Mrs.  Robert  Dugan 

Shuquelak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Walter  Dukas 

Mr.  Sherrall  R.  Sturdivant 
Richard  Duetua 

Bill  A  Marietta  McCarter 

Bill  A  Marietta  McCkter 

Wayne  Edtnoaaaa 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  L.  Tillson 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ragan  Wallen 


Grenaye  Sullivan 
Kale  Booth 
Ashky  Lacoate 
Maxine  Johnson 
Ed  Butler 
Ed  LeGrand 

The  Admin  Hearing  Office  of- 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has 
an  immediate  opening  for  a 
full-time,  live-in  child  care  worker. 
Please  contact  Mrs.  Peggy  Tayor  at 
(601)  922-2242  or 
ptay  lor@baptistch  i  Idrensvi  I  lage.com 


Suit  Dept,  of  Human  Services 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ben  L  Lamensdorf 
Mrs  William  W.  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Neal  Clinkscales 
Joyce  Adair 
Andrew  Day 
Lisa  Rominc 
Linda  Terry 

Paul  Moak  Honda  Service  Dept. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  H.  Watson 
Bro.  ET.  Evans 

Mr.AMts.  Charlie  J.  Clark 
Mrs.  Wanda  Fake 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
David  Farmer,  III 

Mn.  Doris  Fanner 
Mr.  Feul 

Ms.  Jean  M.  Kirk 
Mr.  Sonny  Fetker 

Mr  A  Mn.  Michael  D  Allen 
Mr.  O.  Earl  Fkld 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hugh  McCann 
Thomas  Fielder 

Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  David  C  Lee 
Mrs  Nell  W  Dtemuke 
Sadk  Aiding  Latter 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  A.  Maggio  Jr 
Sam  Mabry,  Jr. 

Dr.  Jack  Q.  Causey 
Mrs.  Hazel  Mackey 

Mn.  Hope  P.  Wells 
Mrs.  Dorris  Willingham  Massey 
The  Manning  Family 
Maggie  Willingham  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Homer  G.  Willing 
Mary  Ana  Matbeaia 

Ms  Margaret  Ann  Finnic 
Mrs.  Fairy  Mauaey 

Mrs.  Sue  Germany 
Mlante  Mayes 

MMI  of  Mississippi.  Inc. 
Arctik  Mays 

The  Wilhelmina  Bond  Faint 

Jam  Harold  McBride 

Mr. A  Mn.  Brace  Lucas 
Mn.  Beverly  White 
Praetan  McCain 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Waller  B  Moor 
Walter  McCain 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  B  Moor 
Mrs.  Patsy  McCardk 

Mr.  A  Mn.  lease  E  Beard 


Jim  A  Atexine  Bennett 

Mr.  Rod  Brasfield 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dick  Catledge 

Ann  A  John  Cope 

Mr  A  Mrs  George  D  Henderson 

Mr  Bill  Hite 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  W.  King 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  F  Taylor 
Mr  A  Mn.  Duane  Thomas 
Mr  Chaika  W  Holmes 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Quinn 
Mr  A  Mn.  Marcus  A. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Heranney  Sr. 
Mn.  Janet  F.  McIntyre 
Gordon  A  Candy  McIntyre 
Mr  A  Mn.  M.  P.  Neff  Jr 
Mn.  Herns  B.  Peyton 
Mn.  Agnes  E  Pyroa 
Mr  A  Mn.  Billy  Pyron 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charies  S  Tindall  m 
Ms.  Leslie  B.  Winslow 
Mr  A  Mrs.  WiUteRi  A.  KRmz.  m 
Mr  A  Mn.  David  W.  Martin 
Mr  A  Mn.  Kelly  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Chns  Tipton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Merlin  Richardson 
Mrs  Lillian  N  Kellurn 
Mr.  A  Mn  Floyd  Lynk 
Ms.  Margaret  Lynk 
Jerry,  Donay  A  Roy  Schilling 


Stanton  BC-  Natchez 

Mr.  James  Furl 

Springfield  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Mary  Frances  (Twseacy) 
Gaddk 

Mr  Billy  T  Gaddis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  F  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Randy  Gibson 
Keith  B.  Garland 

Mn.  Mary  G  Garland 
Darryl  Gibson 

Mr.  A  Mn  Demetris  Gibson 
Margaret  Godwin 

Ms.  Gertrude  P  Hoilimgworth 


RICHARD 

THOMAS 


I  eaturing:  David  Jeremiah  •  Gold  City  •  Richard  Thomas 
Rick  Webb  Trio  •  Ivan  Parker  •  The  Crabb  Family 


Erica  Atkins-Campbell,  Trecina 
Atkins-Campbell,  Warryn 
Campbell;  Integrity  Gospel. 


NOT  ASHAMED 


MercyMe,  winners  of  the 
Group  of  the  Year  and  Artist  of 
the  Year  honors  at  the  GMA 
Awards,  performed  their  latest 
single,  Here  With  Me.  Lead 
singer  Bart  Millard  said  they 
aren't  ashamed  to  sing  the 
name  of  Jesus  because  He 
alone  has  changed  their  lives. 
(BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


their  hit  Word  of  God  Speak  modern-day  Jesus  starrini 
was  named  Song  of  the  Year  Michael  Tait  of  dc  Talk,  Marl 
and  Pop /Contemporary  Stuart  of  Audio  Adrenaline,  an< 
Recorded  Song  of  the  Year.  Rebecca  St.  James,  among  others 
Upon  accepting  the  Group  of  The  show  will  be  broadcas 
the  Year  award,  lead  singer  Bart  on  the  UPN  network  May  28  a 
Millard  said,  'The  good  news  is  7  p.m.  Central  Time, 
none  of  this  overshadows  what  Following  is  an  abbreviatec 
Christ  has  done  for  us."  list  of  Dove  Award  winners: 

Accepting  the  Artist  of  the  •  Song  of  the  Year:  Word  o 
Year  award,  Millard  told  the  God  Speak;  Pete  Kipley,  Bar 
audience,  "People  always  ask  Millard;  Wordspring  Music/ 
us  why  we  signed  up  for  Songs  from  the  Indigo  Roon 
Christian  music.  We  do  this  not  (SESAC),  Simpleville  Music 
because  someone  got  to  us  at  (ASCAP) 
an  early  age  but  because  Jesus  •  Songwriter  of  the  Year:  Mari 

is  the  only  thing  that  has  ever  Hall  of  Casting  Crowns 
changed  our  lives.”  •  Male  Vocalist  of  the  Year 

Camp,  whose  song  I  Still  Jeremy  Camp 
Believe  has  been  a  radio  favorite  •  Female  Vocalist  of  the  Year 
and  was  nominated  for  a  Dove  Stacie  Orrico 
in  its  category,  won  for  New  •  Group  of  the  Year:  MercyMe 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 


copyright  1932  -  2004 


BUH  IMZ  XAHREIGHZ 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON  CONDO 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  rental.  Like  home,  all  new  furnishings, 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  street  level,  no  steps,  breathtaking 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com,  view,  sleeps  6.  No  pets,  (888)  879- 

AF FORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION  0388  or  Bucmom710aol.com. _ 

MISSOURI  CONDO, 


XNRIM,  JMUXUZYZH 


TZKRZYZIM  UP  MRC 


condos,  www.gulfshofescondos.com.  All  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO, 
sizes,  Spring  special.  Two  night  week-  walk-in,  smoke-free,  no  pets.  Two  bed- 
end,  $  1 40. QO.  Four  week  nights,  room,  2  bath,  sleeps  6,  washer/dryer,  scenic 
$210.00.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids)  view.  Call  (662)  746-6702. 

5/27,(205)5560366.  VACATION  RENTAL,  BRANSON, 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  Missouri.  Two  bedroom,  2  bath  condo, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  (662)449-0513. 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infomw-  PEWS  FOR  SALE:  walhuT  stain, 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  padded  seat.  Fourteen  and  Fifteen  ft. 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone  lengths.  Call  (601)  482-5583. 

Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. _  AMERICAS  FASTEST  GROWING  Chnsfon 

*«ving  kx^dhtanceaxnpany.3.9)Wnule,rBmonWy 
fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6  second  biding. 

_  ,  „  _ . . _ -  - _ ------  MlSS;  250,000  happy  customers.  TbiWree  (866)  587- 

Cnnstian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl  8346  or  wwwoovcrantelxsiesutvicejcom. 

HOffER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebcen,  own^.  diuidt  windows,  rewoHdng  and  repair, 


XMNKK  PUI  TZ 


NXMNCZO 


HUCNPX  IZP;  ZKZYZP 


Clue:  T*B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  John  8:28 


MS  &AL  since  1992.  Call 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7, 


Meridian.  Desgin,  fabripation,  repair. 
Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or 
call  (800)  368-2705. 


The  Baptist 


May  6, 2004 


